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right to mastery. That's why they believe in mastery. And
they naturally conclude that it is in the interests of lesser
units to be dominated by Germans.
They are literally in love with the thought of a German
world.
This is what we call Germany's threat to the world.
Nazis preach racialism, pass the baton, and die. Without
this' doctrine of German racialism, the German people
might have some restraint within themselves. But with it
they have neither restraint nor conscience. They are and
will remain a pagan force afoot in the world until we stop
them dead in their tracks. Make no mistake about that.
This has always been true of the Germans. I saw it
again as I stood in Paris in 1928. I had written a paper
for one of our American economic societies discussing
Stinnes' anti-social approach to Germany's rehabilitation.
I showed it to Thyssen.
" You have done him a great injustice," Thyssen said.
" Hugo Stinnes was before his time. People must learn to
follow the best men. People must suffer in order to be
willing to do this. One day the world will discover that the
German people can suffer more, with better results, than
any race in the history of man. Then men will emerge who
can give nations their destiny."
" What kind of men ? " I asked him, very mildly.
" Men who can rule," he said.
Thyssen knew how violently all interest in Great Britain
and the United States reacted against this whole con-
ception of the place of man in the world, this whole guinea-
pig idea of pushing people around for some national
aggrandizement. He knew as well as any one that the
German approach to life was simply a throwback to feudal
principles, a tangent off the older racket of the " Divine
Right of Kings." ^
The whole thing was sheer, unadulterated opportunism.
But Thyssen and the others made it sound like destiny. They
knew this " Ich und Gott" business was unnatural in free
countries but that it was inherent in the German spirit. It
would work in Germany because of the peculiar tempera-
ment of the German people toward regimentation. And
Thyssen was interested only in Germany. If it clicked there